
Representatives of 

Dutch group Haldor 

Topsoe visited the in-

dustrial site of Shche-

kinoAzot on 6
th

 No-

vember. The partner-

ship between the com-

panies lasting for 6 

years has already tak-

en effect.  New busi-

ness plans and new 

charity projects are 

ahead. Three families, 

the Topsoes, the Tol-

stoys and the Sokols, are 

eager to bring into effect 

joint non-governmental 

initiatives in Tula re-

gion.  
 

Partners and associates  
The originator of the Dutch 

company founded in 1940 was Dr 

Haldor Topsoe, an outstanding 

chemist, who carried out research in 

the sphere of surface catalysis. In 

the beginning of his scientific career 

he was working with famous natural 

scientists like Niels Bohr, his com-

patriot, and a Soviet physicist  Pyotr 

Kapitsa. Fundamental and thorough 

research of processes activating 

chemical reactions, introduction of 

new technologies and liabilities to 

customers led Haldor Topsoe to 

world success. In addition to scien-

tific and technological achievements 

the company is famous in different 

countries for its grant scheme for 

young scientists implementing aca-

demic pursuits on problems of sur-

face catalysis. besides, Haldor Top-

soe appropriates recourses to sup-

port children. 

For more than 50 years the com-

pany has been working with Russian 

enterprises of chemical industry, 

and in 2007 ShchekinoAzot became 

one of Topsoe’s partners. The first 

joint  

manufacture is the most modern in 

Europe manufacture of methanol, 

launched in 2011. The investments 

of the joint project totaled 165 mln. 

EUR. Last year ShchekinoAzot 

started up new power-efficient hy-

drogen unit producing caprolactam 

and ammonia. 36 mln EUR were 

invested in its creating. Finally, in 

2013 Shchekino chemists reported 

about new project, building new 

combined ammonia/methanol plant 

according to Haldor Topsoe license. 

Investments in this project are ex-

pected to be 270 mln. EUR. 

Launching this project was one the 

issues discussed during the visit of 

the Dutch company representatives 

to ShchekinoAzot enterprise.  

-We consider Haldor Topsoe not 

only business partners but associate 

as well, - noted Boris Sokol, the 

president of JSC ShchekinoAzot, in 

the beginning of the meeting. – Cur-

rently our enterprise is successfully 

running methanol and hydrogen 

units, designed and built with appli-

cation of technologies, equipment 

and catalysts of Haldor Topsoe.  

This year we announced the new 

project launch – building new meth-

anol/ammonia plant. The license 

and BEP for combined metha-

nol/ammonia production contract 

has been signed by our companies. 

New combined unit will be the 

world first one designed according 

to the Topsoe technology IMAP 

(Integrated Methanol and Ammonia 

Production) with capacity 1350 

TPD of methanol and 415 TPD of 

ammonia. Basic engineering is 

planned to be finished by the sum-

mer of 2014, and the plant is aimed 

to be launched by 2017.  

Investments in human 
Beside the combined developing 

of production and participating in 

ecological and social schemes, two 

companies share prominent invest-

ments in charity. For many years 

ShchekinoAzot has already been 

supporting health care institutions as 

well as educational, sport, cultural 

and children projects.  

-ShchekinoAzot is a large town-

ship-forming enterprise, sponsoring 

a number of social schemes, - paid 

attention Boris Sokol. – We have 

allocated more than 66 mln RUR for 

these purposes during last few 

years… 

Only in 2013 11 mln RUR were 

used for hospital maintenance. It 

was equipped with up-to-date tools 

for cardiological, ultrasonic and 

laboratory monitoring, physiothera-

py, new ambulance cars.  

During last few years more 12 

mln RUR have been provided to 

cultural and educational institutions; 

more 20 mln were provided to 

health care and almost 17 mln – to 

support sport.  

This year 3,7 mln RUR are 

planning to be provided for health 

improvement and vacation of com-

pany staff and their children; pay-

ments to employees under the col-

lective contract passed 23 mln RUR. 

One of the priorities for Shcheki-

noAzot is social responsiveness.  

-We would like to discuss the 

sponsorship of 3-side social and 

charity schemes, which will be car-

ried out by ShchekinoAzot, Haldor 

Topsoe and reserve museum Yasna-

ya Polyana, - stated Boris Sokol.  

The Dutch company founder’s 

son Henrik Topsoe extended deep 

gratitude for invitation to visit the 

enterprise in Tula Region. 

-During the time of cooperation, 

ShchekinoAzot and Haldor Topsoe 

proved that they both have common 

interests in scientific and process 

decisions, and share humanistic val-

ues, - underlined he. –My father 

said that the business itself does not 

make sense if it does not improve 

social life. Therefore we will dis-

cuss the ways to achieve jointly 

better life for people. 

Henrik Topsoe noted that his fa-

ther had a great respect to Russian 

culture because there were country-

men of ours in his family.  

-Literature was one of the inter-

ests, he valued Leo N. Tolstoy and 

other Russian writers, and he wrote 

short novels, - uttered the company 

manager. 

Taking pride in participa-

tion in the project 
Certainly, guests from Haldor 

Topsoe couldn’t but visit methanol 

and hydrogen units during their 

coming to ShchekinoAzot. In the 

M-450 complex operations control 

center guests were able to make sure 

that production was working stable. 

Chemical manufacture always re-

quires increased responsible atti-

tude, thus according to Boris Sokol 

much attention is paid to the enter-

prise staff training and their profes-

sional development. 

Scale of production impressed 

the guests. As Henrik Topsoe said, 

work performed in ShchekinoAzot 

deserves high praise.  

-It’s the first time I visit Shche-

kino, though I met Mr Sokol several 

times, - shared Mr Topsoe. What I 

managed to see is incredible 

achievements, and we are taking 

pride in getting the possibility to be 

part of this remarkable project… 

Three families to help chil-

dren 
The final part of the guests com-

ing was their visit of museum-estate 

Yasnaya Polyana. The purpose is 

not only to call on the place where 

the great write lived and created, but 

also to discuss humanitarian collab-

oration.  

-Our today guests, Haldor Top-

soe and ShchekinoAzot managers, 

show by their own example the real 

matter of sustainable business, - 

underlined the Museum-Estate 

Yasnaya Polyana  manager Ekateri-

na Tolstaya. – Our near-term planes 

include a scale family charity pro-

ject the Topsoes – the Sokols – the 

Tolstoys. A bit later we will tell you 

more details about the project, - 

admitted she. – But we all conclud-

ed that the project will necessarily 

be focused on helping children, who 

are gifted, talented and happened to 

appear in difficult situation. Future 

of our country depends on its chil-

dren. 

The symbol of three-side coop-

eration became planting of thuyas in 

Yasnaya Polyana. Three trees sym-

bolize integration of three families 

to realize social and charity projects 

being actual for Tula region.  

For the time present, thuyas are 

placed in a local transplant nursery. 

Then they will replace the 150-year-

old trees of the same breed on the 

territory of the Museum-Estate. 

Moreover the Museum-Estate 

Yasnaya Polyana was given the 

memorial plate in honor of Haldor 

Topsoe.  

-It is a good start of our relation-

ship, - assured Ekaterina Tolstaya.  

Cooperation of ShchekinoAzot, 

Haldor Topsoe and Yasnaya Poly-

ana moved to a new level.                                              

Business improving social life 


